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Teacher's Guide - Violence

Violence/moral courage spot

The spot "Fighting violence together," which was filmed on Paradeplatz in Zurich with a hidden camera and using two actors, shows in an appalling way how almost none of the (real) passersby intervene, call the police, or come to the victim’s aid. Although a few shocked and concerned comments can be heard on the tape, most of the witnesses of the violence take no action.  This situation can be reconstructed and playacted with your students. The reactions of the young people playing the onlookers can be examined keeping the following points in mind:

· Can they agree that they must act together to tackle the person committing the act of violence? For example, by joining to fight him, or by shielding the victim? 

· Do any individuals take the initiative and call the police? Do they let the perpetrator know that they are doing so, so that he will leave the victim alone?  

· As witnesses, do they feel a common sense of responsibility for giving first aid to the victim? Are they willing to describe the perpetrator to the police and report the sequence of events? 

· What are their reasons for not acting, how do they plead? (For example, do they delegate to others; are they afraid of the perpetrator; are they not sure if the victim is "innocent"; in the anonymity of the city, they don't feel involved; perhaps they feel unable to act due to their age or sex).

In a classroom discussion, you should warn your students against taking excessive risk by intervening single-handedly. It is more effective and safer to get other passersby to join you (either by speaking up, or if that is not possible, through eye contact and gestures) and intervene together.  At times, all it needs is for a passerby to call for the police loudly, to shout that the police have been called and are on their way, or to form up as a visible opposing force.  

Important note: (Please mention this when showing the film): The scene was filmed using a hidden camera with the permission of the authorities and with the subsequent written permission of the passersby. It is dangerous to imitate scenes of this kind without professional supervision.  

Further reading:

Drilling, Matthias; Steiner, Olivier & Eser Davolio, Miryam (Eds.): Gewalt an Schulen [Violence in the schools]. Zurich, 2008.

Eckmann, Monique; Eser Davolio, Miryam & Wenker, Marie-Claude: Zusammen leben. Interkulturelle Konflikte [Living together. Intercultural conflicts]. Zurich, 2002

Fogelmann, Eva: Conscience and courage. New York, 1994.

Stutz, Hans: Rassistische Vorfälle in der Schweiz [Racist incidents in Switzerland]. Zurich, 2007.
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